TO PARLIAMENT 2011
I am a candidate up for election in 2011 (Finnish parliamentary election will be held on 17 April 17, 2011)

Dear Friends,
I am a 38 year old (MSSc, Doctor candidate) lecturer, free lance journalist (speaker of Radio,  news anchor and translator) and Green party politician from Tampere.  I have lived in different parts of Finland since 1999.  I am from Kurdistan and I in 2005 became a citizen of Finland.  I am married and have three children. 
As an active member of this society I belong to many different organizations, projects and association. For example, I am a members of the Regional Police advisory board of Pirkanmaa, steering  Group Member of Immigrants' health and working capacity - monitoring system for municipalities, The Equality Working Group member, Greens member of the Board in Tampere, School Parents' Association Board member (Hallila), Trade Union of Education in Finland, editorial board member and charter member of Green Tampere and ... 
My hobbies include writing (both articles in different languages and literature), walking, different sports such as football and skating (last year I was team trainer in Tampere). In the next months, my work ands and thoughts about Finland as immigrant’s country will be published in Finnish. 
When immigrants do not participate in this society and especially the public sector, how are they going to integrate into this society? If society is ready to give chances and opportunities to  its new residents and immigrants will be better understand the integration act and plan. In order to settle down and be integrated in a new society, people need skills and knowledge. More importantly however, the prevalent if society greatly affect the integration of foreigners. When immigrants find employment and are able to participate in activities as equal members of society, then integration starts as a process in practice.
·   Finding solutions to the unemployment problem. New jobs in for educated young people particular would help. 
· The welfare state will take care of people, especially the elderly, children, familes and disadvantaged people. 
· Equality of opportunities, which ultimately guarantees everyone the opportunity to develop and succeed in society

- Immigrants in employment have tremendous impact on and accelerate their integration in society.
Building a better tomorrow for Finnish society that includes immigrants needs constructive debate and action. Without knowledge  and understanding of the situation, the question of immigrants cannot be solved. Above anything else, it should be recognized that the immigrants are not a problem, but they are a question. Many parts of Finnish society, especially the political parties, politicians, and media, consider  immigration as a problematic to society and its future.

Through attempts and acts of understanding, Finns and immigrants can live side by side and cooperate with each other to upkeep the security and welfare of Finnish society. Prejudices, hostility, racism, distrust, and placing blame are not part of the solution.
 
We can accomplish  much more together and by working together we have a better chance of finding solutions to the conflicts of today and tomorrow.


With my best wishes 
AZIZ SHEIKHANI (MSSc, Doctor candidate)
